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ENTERTAINMENT

SEAN KINGSTON
Sean Kingston (SonyBMG)
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THIS album is not really my thing
but I will recommend it for the
simple fact that here is a guy doing
the hip-hop and R’n’B thing (with
Rasta-dancehall inferences) and at
least the message is positive. The
lyrics don’t necessarily have any-
thing important to say, but it is nice
to hear a potentially positive role-
model. And there is some inventive
use of sampling — Got no Shorty
takes the dramatic opening chord of
Phantom of The Opera and matches
it to a perfect Outkast pastiche; it’s as
if Big Boi and Andre3000 are
guesting. There is a playful reinven-
tion of Led Zeppelin’s D’yer Mak’er
(Me Love) and plenty of pop moments
in and around the R’n’B slickness
and the hip-hop stomp. Most obvi-
ously his re-working of Ben E King’s
Stand By Me for monumental first
single Beautiful Girls. Fortunately,
that is not the only standout cut and
I Can Feel It has the summer party
feel of Shaggy without ever feeling as
gimmicky. If you like this type of
music you could do a lot worse.
!!!
Simon Sweetman

KATCHAFIRE
Say What You’re Thinking (EMI)
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FOLLOWING on from 2003’s Revival
and 2005’s Slow Burning here is the
latest from Katchafire, New
Zealand’s most overt mainstream
reggae band. The love for Bob Marley
is there from the band’s name to its
‘‘one love" lyrical sentiments. But,
like Unity Pacific’s recent under-
rated gem, Katchafire are capable of
all at once offering accessible reggae
grooves and transcending the obvi-
ousness of sitting back and coping a
basic groove. Many of the songs on
Say What You’re Thinking feature a
band set to a slow-churning cruise-
control — but in a good way. These
songs are less about aiming for the
charts and more about preaching
what you practise — enjoying the
Rasta vibrations, trying to pass on
those good vibes. The title track, Love
Letter, Meant to Be, and the closing
Working are as strong as anything
the band has released. And ironi-
cally, by not consciously aiming for
the charts this band’s star continues
to soar. A few years ago I didn’t care
about their product (never hating it,
just not exactly rating it). But Say
What You’re Thinking has made me
care a little bit more. !!!!
Simon Sweetman

WATERMELON SLIM
The Wheel Man (Southbound)
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BILL HOMANS (aka Watermelon
Slim) may have lost out to Charlie
Musselwhite in four out of the five
categories they were both nominated
for at the US 2007 Blues Music
Awards but he signalled himself as
an artist worth following. Slim has
been around since the 70s but it was
his 2006 release which seemed to ar-
rive from nowhere and made the
blues world take note. England’s
Mojo made it Blues Album of the
Year. This follow-up is a foot
stomping, sing aloud, aggressive
rocking album with a nod to the past
but with a foot in the future of the
blues movement. Slim, who sings as
if all his teeth are missing, evokes the
past with tracks Sawmill Holler, an a
cappella track that harks back to
prison work songs. A nod to the fu-
ture are tracks like The Wheel Man,
a song about his time as a petty crook
driver of a getaway car, and News-
paper Reporter, where ‘‘they wouldn’t
let me drink beer on the job, I had to
drink water’’. Fourteen untamed
blues tracks that fair rattle the cag-
e.Watermelon Slim and the Workers
play with Rod Piazza at Wellington’s
Opera House, September 23. !!!!
Colin Morris

PAUL KELLY
Stolen Apples (EMI)
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AUSSIE journeyman Paul Kelly is a
genuine troubadour with a 30-year
career. During that time there’s defi-
nitely been musical highs (Wanted
Man, Deeper Water, Words & Music)
and lows (Foggy Highway). But one
thing has remained constant: Kelly
may play up his Aussie-rules-loving
persona but his sharp eye for detail,
his literary illusions and wordplay is
subtly sophisticated as it weaves in
everything from bushfires to love,
death and sex. Which brings us to
Stolen Apples. From Adam and Eve
on Stolen Apples Taste The Sweetest
(‘‘plucked down in there prime . . .
hanging heavy on my mind’’) , to The
Ballad of Queenie and Rover, based
on the real life romance of Aborigi-
nal painters Queenie McKenzie and
Rover Thomas, it’s an intrepid explo-
ration of family. Musically it’s quite
eclectic as his backing band switch
from a brooding pulse on Right Outta
My Head to Kelly’s mid-period pop on
You’re 39, You’re Beautiful and You’re
Mine, and layer on the country
flavours on Keep on Driving. As
always, Kelly’s simple delivery and
offhand charm will leave fans happy.
!!!!
Lindsay Davis

NEW PORNOGRAPHERS
Challengers (Matador)
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IN MANY ways the New Porno-
graphers have always reminded me
of Vancouver’s answer to Scotland’s
Belle & Sebastian with their beauti-
ful, often understated layers, sweet
harmonies, and collective approach.
Since forming in the late 90s the col-
lective have become a Canadian
indie-supergroup thanks in large to
the growing solo careers of de facto
leader AC Newman and singer Neko
Case. Challengers is slower, more
hook-filled, and airy than 2005’s Twin
Cinema. Its detail is so thought out
and subtle, from mandolin and glock-
enspiel touches to soaring strings on
tracks like the power pop of Myriad
Harbour, that you may not notice
these flourishes on an initial listen.
Topping it off is Case’s beguiling
sweet singing on the title track about
love and infidelity. The harmonies
on the gentle bubble-gum call and re-
sponse pop of Adventures in Solitude
are only outclassed by the concluding
The Spirit of Giving where a middle-
eight of French horn, trumpet and
tinkering harp juxtapose a bitter-
sweet lyric. The end result is a
seductively moody and deceptively
simple album. !!!!
Lindsay Davis

ERNESTO
Find The Form (Rhythmethod)
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ERNESTO, from Sweden, is instantly
comparable with the recent album
from Dutch multi-instrumentalist
singer Benny Sings. A young
producer-musician raised on hip-hop
and dance music culture who then
steps back to look at disco-soul and
crooner-jazz. Ernesto (Jonatan Back-
elie) sounds like he has soaked up the
Rod Templeton-produced George
Benson albums from the 1980s, the
Michael Franks albums from the
1970s and some of Chet Baker’s
recordings from the 1950s. It is all
filtered through funky disco break-
beats. Imagine if Justin Timberlake
slowed down from being a pop star
with a commitment to making MTV
hits. He might mature toward this
sound. If only the Michael Jackson of
Off The Wall could have stuck to that
sound, eventually collaborating with
Chic’s Nile Rodgers — this is the
blue-eyed, skewed-pop approxi-
mation of what might have been. The
sort of album that many would flag
after one or two listens and others
will stick with, having instantly
recognised the magic.
!!!!
Simon Sweetman

Nick Robinson
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Nick Robinson plays bass and
keyboards in Shapeshifter, the
country’s best drum and bass band,
who play San Francisco Bathouse in
Wellington tonight.
What was the first song or piece of
music you liked?
The Beatles. I could hear all the
different instruments and I could air
drum to Ringo, he was simple but
brilliant. And I loved the way they
went through beard stages. I tried to
grow a beard but it’s too itchy.
When push comes to shove what is
your favourite album?
Jill Scott’sWho is Jill Scott, The Dog
Pound Dogfood, Pink FloydMeddle,
Trinity Roots Home, Land and Sea —
but I’m going with Dark Side of the
Moon because of the concept, lyrics,
the experimental journey, progres-
sion of synths and studio techniques.
What is the best gig or concert you
have attended?
Tool at the Sydney Meyer Music Bowl
in Melbourne. It had everything —
lights, lasers, life changing visuals, a
band that was so ridiculously slick
and tight yet full of intense emotion.
What is your favourite Saturday
night album?
DJ Ernest Rotarua, the freshest and
rarest in ragga, dancehall and jungle.
What is your favourite Sunday
morning album?
Depending on the day either Zero 7
Simple Things or J Dilla Donuts.
If you could sing any song on a
karaoke machine what would it be?
The theme from The Bodyguard
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ANNABEL FAY !!! 1⁄2

Annabel Fay (EMI)

DON’T let assumptions about Annabel
Fay’s background or the middle-of-the-
road look to her album cover fool you.
For a debut, this is one of the strongest
Kiwi pop albums of the year.

Newcomer Fay may be daughter of
multimillionaire Sir Michael Fay but
not once does it ever sound like a van-
ity project. Furthermore, especially on
the blues-tinged boogie woogie Shake it
Off, she even gets as gruff and gutsy as
Amy Winehouse. Fay’s voice is best
suited for even keel soul and R&B, and
while limited in range, she’s perfectly

suited for what
are largely above
average songs.

There’s a
touch of pop disposability to a few but,
like the best pop, even these have great
hooks. Part of the credit has to go the
contributors, including Brady Blade
(Emmylou Harris’ drummer), Boh
Runga and Gray Bartlett — with Blade
and Runga co-writing several of the
songs with Fay. There’s also enough
variety to sustain interest. Lovin’ You
Baby is enhanced by touches of Kiwi-

flavoured dub, R&B balladry (I’ve Had,
Alone), slow funk (What Would You
Say), roots rock (Strong), disco (Keep
on Moving On), rock (Take My Hand),
folk (the lovely Home) and hip-hop
(Liar). Only on power ballad Tears me
Up and Winners do the songs teeter on
saccharine, but even then they’re done
so well many will love it.

The same can’t be said for American

Idol winner Carrie Underwood’s
country-leaning Some Hearts.

Underwood has a strong voice with
emotional depth — as good, and in
places better than, easy comparisons
Shania Twain and Faith Hill. But the
problem with Some Hearts is she
employs mediocre songwriters.

Too many times the songs, from
Wasted — which is just that — to the
hilarious histrionics of Some Hearts,
sound overproduced to the point
Underwood becomes indistinguishable
from similar — and much better —
country pop artists.

Some Hearts doesn’t even have a
pulse.

Carrie Underwood, Some Hearts
(SonyBMG) !!

Tom Cardy

The Playlist
ThePlaylist is yourweekly guide to gigs, live comedy, theatre,
dance, classical, opera, galleries andmuseums. Tohaveanevent
listed, spacepermitting, e-mailplaylist@dompost.co.nzorwrite
toThePlaylist, TheDominionPost, POBox3740,Wellingtonby
nooneachTuesday.Wealso runphotographs, but theymust be
captionedand in the jpeg format.

GIGS&COMEDY

Today

Stormbird and TobyMule,
Bluenote,Wellington

Marineville and TheDukes of
Leisure, TheAdelaide,
Wellington

Cabaret Night,Wellington
PerformingArts Centre

Hopepa, Matterhorn,
Wellington, 10pm

Ginger Brown, Tupelo,
Wellington

BlackMarket Art, Jimmy
Zoom, The BeytownGrifters,
HolidayWith Friends and Little
Pictures, MightyMighty

Shapeshifter, SF Bathouse

Shapeshifter After Party and
Whiskey & Sly, Sandwiches,
Wellington

Tomorrow

President Gas, Bluenote

Highlords and The Bing Turkby
Ensemble, TheAdelaide

Unforgettable, Globe Theatre,
PalmerstonNorth, 8pm

World Battle of the Bands
Wellington regional final,
Bodega

Op Shop, SF Bathouse, 8pm

Twice on Thursdays, Stray

Dogs, Cross EyedMary, Far
fromFiction, OS9,Wellington

Electroluxxe, Sandwiches

TheHories, Bad Evil and Boss
Christ, MightyMighty

NikoNe Zna, Matterhorn, 11pm

Sunday

Unforgettable, Old St Paul’s,
Wellington, 3.30pm

The Skins featuringMoney-D,
The Yeabsley Key and Lisa
Tomlins, Matterhorn, 8.30pm

Tuesday

DJ Ladyfinger and TheUsers,
SF Bathouse,9pm

Wednesday

Acoustic Lounge, SF Bathouse,
6pm

Thursday

JahMason and Lenny Roots,
Sandwiches

Wellington Comedy Club, SF
Bathouse, 8pm

FILM

Waxworks —Wellington Film
Society, Paramount, next
Monday, 6.15pm

Date Palm Film Festival,
Paramount,Wellington, next

Wednesday till September 12

Native Revolutions Aotearoa
2007, City Gallery, Sunday 1pm

Globalisation film festival, Te
Papa, next Thursday and
September 8 and 9

DANCE

Cinderella, St James Theatre
today till September 8

Around theWorld in 80s
Outfits, Bats Theatre, next
Thursday till September 8

Dine andDance, The Southern
Cross, Sunday, 5.30pm

CLASSICAL

Triad, Ilott Theatre,Wellington,
Sunday, 3pm

Duo Savia Santoro and Flavia
Augusto, Ilott Theatre next
Tuesday, 6.30pm

NewZealand PianoQuartet,
Expressions, Upper Hutt, next
Monday

SpeakMemory, AdamConcert
Room, Victoria University,
next Thursday, 7pm, 8pmand
9pm

THEATRE

Public Sex by Sandi Hall, St
Peter’s Hall, Paekakariki, next
Thursday till September 8 and
September 13-15, 7pm

The King & I, Southwards

Theatre, Paraparaumu, today
till September 8

AView from Inside, Studio 77,
77 Fairlie Tce,Wellington, next
Wednesday till September 8

AdamPlayhouse Readings,
The Trail byDean Parker,
Downstage, Sunday 3pm

Twelfth Night orWhat YouWill,
TeWhaeaNational Dance and
DramaCentre, till tomorrow,
7.30pm

Are You Being Served?, Tawa
Community Theatre, Linden
Social Centre, till September 8

TheVenetian Bride, Bats
Theatre, till tomorrow

The Cape, Circa Two,
Wellington till tomorrow

TheWinslowBoy, Circa One,
tomorrow till October 6

WhoNeeds SleepAnyway?,

Downstage Theatre,
Wellington, till September 22

Pig Hunt, Bats Theatre till
tomorrow

GALLERIES&MUSEUMS

Opening

NewPaintings and Drawings —
KathrynMadill, Janne Land
Gallery,Wellington, next
Tuesday till September 22

Precious Vessels —Melissa
Young and CamMunroe,
Emerge,Wellington, next
Thursday till September 28

RecentWork —Andrew
McLeod, PeterMcLeavey
Gallery,Wellington, next
Wednesday till September 29

Works on Paper —Nigel Brown,
Dick Frizzell andMarilynn
Webb,WilliamsGallery,

Wellington, Sunday till
September 23

Segregated Enlightenment: A
Critique of the Retreat —
g.bridle, Michael Hirschfeld
Gallery,Wellington, tomorrow
till September 30

SarahMaxey, GregO’Brien,
SimonOgden, Riduan
Tompkins, SamDuckor-Jones
and Jill McIntosh (Ghuznee
Room), BowenGalleries,
Wellington, Monday till
September 22

Korikori/Movement by
RoseannaHiha, Kura Gallery,
Wellington, today till
September 26

996cctv byAlexMonteith, NZ
FilmArchive, today till
September 15

Bizarre Bazaar, 9 Park Rd,
Miramar, Sunday, 10am

TheWeight ofWater — recent
works byMegan Jenkinson,
Mark Hutchins Gallery,
Wellington, next Tuesday till
September 22

Wild Ocean Series — Jan
Lucas, LeSaGallery, Petone,
tomorrow till September 27

Shinichi Takahashi, Mighty
Mighty, nextWednesday till
September 26

LastDays

12 NewGraphics —Richard
Killeen, PeterMcLeavey
Gallery, till tomorrow

Significant Other diptych
works by GretchenAlbrecht,
Elizabeth Thomson, Geoff
Thornley, Mark Hutchins
Gallery, till tomorrow

KelvinMann andDamon
Kowarsky, Solander,
Wellington, till tomorrow

NoExcuses Left —Vin Knight
andNaomi Clements,
Thistlehall, till nextWednesday

Humanity in theMidst of Crisis,
Victoria University’s
Rutherford House lobby, till
today

EmmaCamden, Elizabeth
McClure, Emily Siddell and
Lyndsay Patterson, Masahiro
Sasaki, Avid,Wellington, till
tomorrow

COMINGUP

Cornerstone Roots, SF
Bathouse, September 8

NapalmDeath, SF Bathouse,
September 10

Son Et Lumiere, Old St Paul’s,
September 13-16

TimBeveridge, Michael Fowler
Centre, September 15

Tales of Hoffman, Opera
House, September 19, 22

World ofWearableArt Awards,
TSBArena, September 20-23,
26-30
Battles, SF Bathouse,
September 22

Clive James, St James
Theatre, September 21

Rod Piazza and TheMighty
Flyers,Watermelon Slim and
TheWorkers, Opera House,
September 23

Irish Rovers,Wellington Town
Hall, October 1; Hawke’s Bay
OperaHouse, Hastings
October 3;Wanganui Opera
House, October 4; New
Plymouth TSB Theatre,
October 6; Regent Theatre,
PalmerstonNorth, October 7;
Great Lakes Centre, Taupo,
October 9; Baycourt Tauranga,
October 10; and Civic Theatre,
Rotorua, October 11

The Topp Twins, Hastings,
Hawkes BayOperaHouse,
October 6; PalmerstonNorth,
Regent on Broadway, October
11; Wanganui, RoyalWanganui
Opera House, October 12; New
Plymouth, TSB Theatre,
October 13; andWellington,
Opera House, October 24

Black Seeds, Front Room,
October 5-6

Turandot, St James Theatre,
October 13

EXHIBITION

OUR PICKS

GIG FILM DANCE
INSTEAD of the traditional
portrait image in a frame
they’re moving images with
sound, text and multiple
screens. Face Value: Video
Portraiture from the Pacific is
showing at the New Zealand
Portrait Gallery, Shed 11 till
September 30. Artist Rachael
Rakena, who recently returned
from the Venice Biennale
where her collaborative work
Aniwaniwa was part of the
collateral events section,
features along with other
leading video, sound and multi-
media artists from the Pacific
region — Vernon Ah Kee,
Lyndal Jones, Sheyne Tuffery
and others. Each artist
approaches contemporary
identity from a unique angle.

LOS ANGELES-based Kiwi
singer-songwriter and guitarist
Ted Brown is playing a free gig
at Bar Bodega in Wellington
tonight to promote his debut
album Shaky’s Blessing. Brown,
who grew up in Pakuranga and
briefly worked at the Tip Top
factory to supplement his
gigging income, released
several singles in the late
1980s and early 1990s. Since
2002 he has been performing
and collaborating with friend
and fellow Kiwi Greg Johnson
in the United States. Shaky’s
Blessing features country and
folk-pop songs with an 1970s
Americana flavour. Brown is a
fan of Willie Nelson, Neil
Diamond, Wilco, Johnny Cash
and The Band.

A TASTE of the Middle East
and North Africa is coming to
the Paramount with the week-
long Date Palm Film Festival
from next Wednesday. The
festival is a showcase for the
latest feature films, shorts and
documentaries in Arabic, Farsi,
Hebrew and English from a
region that stretches from
Morocco to Iran. Festival
director Nadra Zarifeh wants
Kiwis to learn about a region
she believes is misrepresented
and often misunderstood. The
coup of this year’s festival is
The Yacoubian Building
(pictured), based on the novel
of the same name by Alaa Al-
Aswany and centred around
the residents of a downtown
Cairo apartment block.

WELLINGTON’s own lycra-clad
answer to the Solid Gold
dancers are back. The Real Hot
Bitches will perform Around
the World in 80s Outfits: An
International Dance Odyssey at
Bats Theatre from Tuesday till
Saturday at 8pm. From Africa
to Berlin, Australia to Greece
and all nations in between,
they promise to reacquaint you
with the world through the
power of dance, music and 80s
outfits. Thirty dancers,
including Debrelle Van Haler,
Tiffany Jovi-Harkett, Mystique
and Desaree Knightshade, will
be busting moves that haven’t
been seen for decades. The
show is part of the Dance Your
Socks Off! festival. Full details
in The Arts next Wednesday.


