
Watermelon Slim, a.k.a.
Bill Homans, is a blues man
with lots to sing about. He
taught himself to play gui-
tar while serving in
Vietnam. His résumé also
includes watermelon farm-
ing and more than a
decade of truck driving.
His latest CD will be
released April 17, but
coast residents can hear
some of his new music this
Saturday when he makes
his first appearance in
south Mississippi at The
Shed in Ocean Springs.

What does your blues
name mean?

In 1979 and in ‘80 I
started to farm and one thing I
didn’t lose money on was
watermelons. And one day I
had a ‘D’ harmonica in one
hand and a piece of watermelon
in the other hand and like a bolt
out of the blue it hit me. It was

hot that day; 104 and 105 in the
shade, and the heat probably
got to me and it just hit me.

What’s it like to be touring
the blues circuit these days?

I guess that1s what I’m on.
As you know I’m a former
truck driver so miles is not
something I’m unused to – a lot

of miles. Me and my accountant
sat down a couple days ago and
talked about standard mileage
deduction and mine is more
than my gross income. [Laughs]
I see a lot of very good people
out there both in the U.S. and
internationally and there’s lots
of folks really looking for
blues. One reviewer said the

French are dying for some
blues but people are hav-
ing a hard time getting
over there and exposing it
well. There are untapped
markets, but nobody
knows whether the price
of gas is going to shoot up
to $4 a gallon whether
Mr. Bush invades Iran or
whatever cockamamie
thing he’s going to do.

Where do you call
home?

I’m in Oklahoma
City.

You taught yourself to play in
Vietnam. Where did you get
the guitar?  

It was at the old
Vietnamese shop on the big
base in Cameron Bay when I
got ill and then I recovered and
there was this little Vietnamese
guy selling trinkets and short-
timers sticks and doing embroi-
dery. He had this cheap little
balsa wood guitar and I paid $5
for it and had a nice little con-
versation with him in French
and I went back and started
playing it with my Zippo lighter
as a slide. First I played with a
quarter and then I cut out a
piece of a coffee can top for a
pick.

You recorded a protest album
while you were in the war.
How did that go over? 

No, no, no, no! Let’s get
this real straight I did not
record any music in Vietnam, I
recorded an album called Merry
Airbrakes that I finished in
1973. It was not specifically a
protest album, but it was
an album that gave a
vet’s point of view.
Also, it was the only
music that has ever been
recorded in the United
States that attempted to
expose the Vietnamese
point of view about the
war. I did so as gently as
possible. 

We weren’t actually
in Vietnam when it was record-
ed. That’s a problem I have, a
misunderstanding, and I know
you’ll help me correct it here. I
recorded it in Massachusetts. It
was in August of ‘72 and April
or so of ‘73. I wasn’t a service
man, I was a veteran. I was the
only veteran to record an album
while the war was going on. 

Can you tell me about the
highs and lows in your
career?

Off and on over the
decades I often as much curse
myself as thank myself for get-
ting into music and pursuing it
like I do. I’ve not always been
sure I’m even good enough to
do this and I’m not a dumb fel-
low and I know what profes-
sional standards are and in no
way am I sure I’ve lived up to
what professional standards had
to be, which is almost technical
and free of error. And I’m not a
real technical guitar player. I’m
not even a real technical harp
player. You have guys like

Sugar Blue or Jason Popper. 
I’m a Big Walter throw-

back if anything and I play the
blues as technically precise as I
can. I know 500 people that are
better than me and I’ve taught a
couple of them. [Laughs] I
played or at least sat in with
John Lee Hooker and Robert
Cray and Henry “Sunflower”

Vestine of Canned Heat was in
my band and I’m playing with
the only live hero I have of my
generation, Chris Stovall
Brown, who is also my promot-
er.

These are all high points.
The low points? There was a
gig I played in the heart of
motorcycle gang in Oregon. It
was absolutely the most
exploited I’ve ever been as a
musician. These guys treated us
like dog [crap] and I got my
harmonica stolen and I tried to
come back and get through the
crime scene tape. 

But the low point overall is
I’ve never been any other estab-
lished star or musician’s side-
man.

What made you choose the
blues rather than rock and
roll?

It was the first thing I ever
heard being sung live around
me. That goes all the way back
to 1954 and a black woman that
was working for my mother in

Asheville, N.C. I grew up there
and we had what was called a
maid back in the segregation
days and what she would sing
around the house was, I learned
much later, John Lee Hooker
music – “One Bourbon, One
Scotch, One Beer” and stuff
like that and she was improvis-
ing on it. And I realized at least

10 or 12 years later what
she was singing was
blues. Rock groups go
back as far but the blues
came first. The rest of my
life is validating some-
thing. It wasn’t a choice. 

As a songwriter do you
ever find inspiration in
depression or are you
more motivated by a

sunny day?
Sure. I find inspiration in

depression readily enough. I
can point you to the song “Shed
My Blood in Mississippi” on
the Big Shoes to Fill album,
which is after I got mugged and
robbed and left for dead in
Mississippi after the fist time I
went there to play the blues and
I was very depressed – in the
throws of a bad marriage and
trying to keep it together at the
time. I got that song out of it.

You drop some big names in
“Eau de Boue,” saying you’ve
conversed with Muddy
Waters, Howling Wolf, John
Lee Hooker, and B.B. King,
can you tell me more about
that song and why it’s in
French?

That’s basically because
now that I’m recording for a
Canadian label along with the
fact that I do speak French. I
learned it in school and I never
stopped using it and I’m 
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The Beau Rivage encourages you to support the arts
on the Coast by attending their performances and
events and contributing to their programs.

The Arts Directory is brought to you by
Beau Rivage Casino, Biloxi

1699 Historical
Society

P. O. Box 713
Ocean Springs, MS 39566
Phone: (228) 875-2457

American Federation 
of Musicians
Phone: (228) 872-2355

The Art House
921 Cash Alley
Ocean Springs, MS 39564
Phone: (228) 875-9285

Arts Under the Dome
First United Methodist Church
2301 15th Street
Gulfport, MS 39501
Phone: (228) 863-0047 

Beauvoir-The Jefferson
Davis Home & 
Presidential Library
2244 Beach Blvd.
Biloxi, MS 39531
(228) 388-9074 

Biloxi Art Association
22231 Ira Johnson Road
Saucier, MS 39574
(228) 832-7489 

Biloxi Little Theatre
220 Lee Street
Biloxi, MS 39530
Phone: (228) 432-8543

Center Stage
240 Eisenhower Drive
Biloxi, MS 39531
Phone: (228) 388-6258

Christian Wind Ensemble
Phone: (228) 868-9527

Coast Community 
Concert Assn.
4810 Jefferson Ave.
Gulfport, MS 39507
Phone: (228) 864-9487 or
(228) 374-2661

Coast Performing Arts, Inc.
300 Davis Avenue
Pass Christian, MS 39571
Phone: (228) 452-7744 Toll
free: 877-24-OPERA

Community Bridges
260 Main Street
Biloxi, MS 39530
Phone: (228) 436-7699

Dusti Bonge’ Art
Foundation
P.O. Box 1424
Biloxi, MS 39533
Phone: (228) 374-8997

First Day Theatre
1102 Bristol Blvd.
Ocean Springs, MS 39564

Phone: (800) 872-9849

Friends of Mary C. O'Keefe
Cultural Center for Arts &
Education
P.O. Box 1971
Ocean Springs, MS 39564
Phone: (228) 875-1055

Friends of the Saenger
Theatre
119 Rue Magnolia,
Third Floor 
(Mardi Gras Museum)
Biloxi, MS 39530
Phone: (228) 432-1601

Friends of Tullis-Toledano
Manor
360 Beach Blvd.
Biloxi, MS 39530
Phone: (228) 435-6308

Gulf Coast Art Association
15290 Elmwood Ct.
Gulfport, MS 39503
(228) 832-9305

Gulf Coast Chamber Music
Society and Equinox
Ensemble
(228) 522-0028 or
(228) 875-4476

Gulf Coast Chapter of the
Mississippi Archaeological
Association
1633 Wiltshire Blvd.
Biloxi, MS 39531
(228) 392-3137 (evenings)

Gulf Coast 
Community Band
(228) 388-0142

Gulf Coast Wind Ensemble
Phone: (228) 388-6547 

Gulf Coast Symphony
Orchestra
175 Main Street
Biloxi, MS 39530
Phone: (228) 435-9800

Gulf Coast Opera Theatre
P. O. Box 118
Biloxi, MS 39533
Phone: (228) 436-6514

Gulf Coast Messiah Chorus
Phone: (228) 896-2931 or
(228) 875-2929

Gulf Coast Writers Assn.
P. O. Box 6445
Gulfport, MS 39506

Gulfport Little Theater
2600 13th Avenue
Gulfport, MS 39501
Phone: (228) 864-7983

Historic Ocean Springs
Association
Phone: (228) 872-8864

KNS Theatre
P.O. Box 671
Ocean Springs, MS 39566

Phone: (228) 697-KNSO

Lynn Meadows
Discovery Center

240 Dolan Avenue
Gulfport, MS 39507
Phone: (228) 897-6039 

Main Street Biloxi
P.O. Box 429
Biloxi, MS 39533
Phone: (228) 435-6339

Main Street Ocean Springs
1000 Washington Ave.
Ocean Springs, MS 39564
Phone: (228) 875-4424

Maritime & Seafood
Industry Museum

115 First Street
Biloxi, MS 39530
Phone: (228) 435-6320

MGCCC Jackson County
Campus
Fine Arts Department
P.O. Box 100
Gautier, MS 39573
Phone: (228) 497-9602 

MGCCC Jeff Davis Campus
Fine Arts Department
2226 Switzer Road
Gulfport, MS 39507
Phone: (228) 896-3355

MGCCC Perkinston
Campus
Fine Arts Department
P.O. Box 548
Perkinston, MS 39573
Phone: (601) 928-5211 

Mississippi Coast Jazz
Society
Phone: (228) 864-9401; 
(228) 432-1830

Mississippi Folklife
Association
8709 Neptune Ave.
Ocean Springs, MS 39564
Phone: (228) 875-1616

MS Gulf Coast Historical 
& Genealogical Society
P.O. Box 513
Biloxi, MS 39533
Phone: (228) 374-0330 or 
(228) 392-3137 (evenings)

MS Poetry Society
Phone: (228) 762-7196

MS Repertory Theater
P.O. Box 521
Ocean Springs, MS 39564
(228) 875-3646

MS State Committee - 
National Museum of 
Women in the Arts
P. O. Box 2233
Pascagoula, MS  39569
Phone: (228) 762-0845

MS Vietnam
Veteran's 
Memorial
3730 Bienville Blvd.
Ocean Springs, MS 39564
Phone: (228) 435-1229

The Arts, Hancock County
412 Hwy. 90, Suite 6
Bay St. Louis, MS 39520
Phone: (228) 467-9048 ext. 102

The Old Brick House
622 Bayview Ave.
Biloxi, MS 39530
Phone: (228) 435-6308

The Ohr O'Keefe 
Museum of Art
1596 Glenn Swetman
Biloxi, MS 39530
Phone: (228) 374-5547 

The South MS Art
Association
McNair Center
Conti St. & 12th Ave.
P.O. Box 15713
Hattiesburg, MS 39404-5713

Ocean Springs Art
Association
P.O. Box 136
Ocean Springs, MS 39564
Phone: (228) 875-9285

Ocean Springs Historic
Preservation Commission
Phone: (228) 875-4559

Peter Anderson Festival
1000 Washington Avenue
Ocean Springs, MS 39564
Phone: (228) 875-4424

Scottish Society
6237 Browning Dr.
Ocean Springs, MS 39564
Phone: (228) 875-2260

Singing River Art
Association
504 Yon Ave.
Pascagoula, MS 39567
Phone: (228) 938-6752

Walter Anderson 
Museum of Art
510 Washington Avenue
Ocean Springs, MS 39564
Phone: (228) 872-3370

Walter Anderson Players
P.O. Box 1128
Ocean Springs, MS  39566
Phone: (228) 818-2878

William Carey College
Fine Art Department
1856 Beach Drive
Gulfport, MS 39507
Phone: (228) 897-7100

Featured Artist: 

Watermelon Slim

Watermelon Slim & The Workers

Watermelon Slim

Watermelon Slim &
The Workers will per-
form this Saturday, 7
p.m., at The Shed in

Ocean Springs.
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